














Recycling

Gerflor achievements:
implementation of specific action plans

by country to develop end of life product

recycling.
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Example in France, along with other manufacturer members of
the SFEC ( French Association of coaters, laminators), Gerflor has
played an active role in developing end of life product recycling.

Gerflor achievement: UNIQUE product offer where installation
requires no adhesive. Easy to install and easy to remove for

recycling.

B Product re-use

Example in the UK, Gerflor and its other industry partners
are committed to meet the government's target of halving
construction waste going to landfill by 2012. The Recoviny!
recycling program, funded by WRAF, has proven to be a great
success in making recycling part of everyday construction
practice.
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All this recycling program does not make us forget there is nothing better for the environment to extend the life of our products.
By opting for high quality "no polish for life" Gerflor floorings such as one of our Protecsol® or PUR Protect® products, you can be sure the designs and
colours will stand the test of time even in high traffic areas and our products can stay on the floor up to 30 years!

Other products enable to re-use the floors.
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for sport events with portable playing

Gerflor achievement: UNIQUE product offer

surfaces that can be installed, removed and
re-used with ease. For example, this is the
case for all the European Handball Champions
League games or for all Tennis tournaments
where we supply our product Taraflex® Tennis ATP

EHF - Handball Champions League

Gerflor achievement: Sample re-use program

Taking into account we are in an industry where lots of product samples are used to
help our customers and architects make their choice of product, Gerflor has started
implementing a sample re-use program in some key countries.

This is the case in the US where we provide a free, easy way to return loose samples
with a prepaid United States Postage label ready to print on our Gerflor US web site.
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ISO 14001

In Europe, less than 50% of manufacturers have achieved an ISO 14001 certification and Gerflor is one of
them. Gerflor industrial sites are certified ISO 14001 and are committed to continuously improving their
environmental performance.

Gerflor Tarare manufacturing plant

B Air protection

Our production lines are equipped to treat all emissions prior to being released.

Solvent emissions (in tonnes)
St Paul manufacturing plant - Production site Nr1 within Gerflor
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reduced the use of solvent based inks and today, Gerflor
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B Preservation of water resources

The implementation of a closed-loop cooling system has substantially reduced our water consumption.

Water consumption (in m3) - Gerflor Group
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ISO 14001

B Reduction of energy consumption

All our manufacturing plants are committed to reduce energy consumption.

The Gerflor Mipolam GmbH plant in Troisdorf has installed heat exchangers for heat
recovery during the production. These heat exchangers recover the heat generated
by the production lines to heat the buildings.

Both the energy consumption (3000 MWh of energy saved / year) and the CO, emission
of the plant have been drastically reduced.

B Industrial waste management

Industrial waste management is an integral part of our daily environmental action plan.

We collect all our waste (ultimate waste, chemical products, paper, carton, metal scrap), sort them on site and ensure that it is clearly
identified and sorted for either re-use or disposal.

Gerflor achievement: Our water based ink processing plant is fitted with special system to allow the waste water
to be filtered and evaporated. This has helped to reduce the amount of waste from these production lines.

B Transport reduction

Gerflor prefers to use local raw materials and optimizes the load / truck with its logistics suppliers to help reduce transport costs and minimize the
impact upon the environment.

In addition, Gerflor has installed videoconference facilities in all its major subsidiaries and uses the technology to help minimize environmentally costly air
travel between sites and offices.

Furthermore, Gerflor has limited the cylinder capacity and introduced hybrid vehicles to reduce the emission of pollutants on the road.

B Recyclable packaging

We optimize the size and volume of packaging used for our products to reduce the amount of costly, installation site waste.
We also maximize the use of recycled material in all our packaging.

i Gerflor only uses 100% recyclable packaging.
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Life Cycle Analysis

All new Gerflor product ranges are developed using a full life cycle model to assess their expected
environmental impact... “from cradle to grave”. This includes assessment of the manufacture, delivery,
installation, cost of ownership and maintenance, ultimate disposal and recycling of all products with a view

to the optimization of environmental impact at every stage of the product's life.

Raw materials

Cycle ARS

Installation

Gerflor is working with other European manufacturers, and is actively involved with ERFMI (European Resilient Flooring Manufacturer Institute) in preparing
EU wide Life Cycle Assessment of a broad range of flooring types and specifications. From this study, carried out by PE International in cooperation with

ERFMI and its individual members, a series of Environmental Product Declarations have been produced.
These Environmental Product Declarations are Life Cycle Analysis data sheets which analyze the impacts a floorcovering has over its service life, from the
manufacture and installation of the flooring itself, to the maintenance of the product during its lifetime in the building.
This EU Environmental Product Declarations calculator is available on www.erfmi.com

EU Environmental Product Declarations template:

Total impacts for
one life cycle

Manufacture

Transport
gate to user

Installation
inc adhesive

End of life

Cleaning for
1 year

Energy impact

Waste impact

Impact on environment
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Life Cycle Analysis

ENVIRONNEMENTAUX
ET SANITARES
Gt
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Gerflor achievement: in France, Gerflor has been involved with the SFEC
to answer the HQE® requirements. Seven FDE (Environmental Product 5= :
Declarations) were developed to enable interested parties from the building
industry to analyze and compare the environmental effects of the various
products selected in a HQE® project.

100% of Gerflor contract products full life cycle analysis according
to French norms are available on the web site www.inies.fr
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S~ Gerflor achievement: in 2008, BRE (the Building Research Establishment, a UK based group of < ?
) . . . , ; . . < s
trust companies committed to a sustainable built environment) published its new Green Guide to N 3
construction materials. S
W e
This scheme assesses the environmental impact of construction products in terms of their carbon d’g o °
footprint and other key environmental indicators over their full life cycle.
Environmental Profiles Scheme
Gerflor's Mipolam collection of homogeneous flooring have specific product certification Certificate Number ENP 359
confirming their A+ rating across all assessed building types, with A+ representing the lowest

environmental impact possible

In addition, all Gerflor products which match the BRE generic flooring specifications have been
given either A or A+ ratings.
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ASIA: Gerflor Asia - tel. +852 2142 3728 - fax +852 2834 4795 - gerflorasia@gerflor.com - AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND: Gerflor Australasia Pty. Ltd - Australia: 1 800 060 785 - New Zealand: 0800 630 119
gerflor@gerflor.com.au - AUSTRIA/SWITZERLAND: Gerflor GmbH - tel. +43 (0)72 29/70 800-0 - fax +43 (0)72 29/70 800-218 - austria@gerflor.com - switzerland@gerflor.com BELGIUM/LUXEMBURG:
Gerflor Benelux - tel. +32 (0)3 766 42 82 - fax +32 (0)3 766 29 14 - gerflorbelgium@gerflor.com - CANADA: Gerflor International - tel +1 450 538 9828 - fax +1 450 538 9827 - gerflorcanada@gerflor.com
CHINA: Gerflor China - tel. +86 (21) 6357 8818 - fax +86 (21) 6357 8998 - gerflorchina@gerflor.com - FRANCE: Gerflor - Service Express tel. N° Azur 0810 569 569 - fax N° Azur
0810 569 570 - contactfrance@gerflorcom - GERMANY: Gerflor Mipolam GmbH - Kunden-Service tel. +49 (0)22 41-25 30 131 - fax +49 (0)22 41-25 30 100 - kundenservice@gerflor.com
IRELAND: Gerflor Ltd - tel. +353 (0) 42 966 1431 - fax +353 (0) 42 966 1759 - gerflorirl@gerflor.com - ITALY: Gerflor S.p.A. - tel. +39 02 90 78 60 12 r.a. - fax +39 02 90 42 74 84 - gerfloritalia@gerflor.com
- LATIN AMERICA (Brazil): Gerflor América Latina - tel. +55 11 38 48 2020 - fax +55 11 38 48 2023 - gerflor@gerflor.com.br - MIDDLE EAST: Gerflor Middle East - tel. +966 3 847 1779 - fax +966 3 847 1781
gerflorME@gerflor.com - NETHERLANDS: Gerflor BV - tel. +31 (0)40 266 17 00 - fax +31 (0)40 257 46 89 - gerflorNL@gerflor.com - OTHER COUNTRIES: Gerflor International - tel. +33 (0)4 74 05 40 00
fax +33 (0)4 74 05 03 13 - gerflorcontract@gerflor.com - POLAND: Gerflor Polska Sp z 0.0 - tel. + 48 61 823 34 01 - fax + 48 61 823 34 33 - info@gerflorpl - PORTUGAL: Gerflor Iberia, SA
tel. +351 21 843 95 49 - fax +351 21 846 55 44 - gerflorportugal@gerflor.com - RUSSIA: Gerflor Moscow Office - tel. + 7 495 430-86-54 / 65 - fax + 7 495 430-85-46 - gerflorrus@mspk.east.ru
SCANDINAVIA: Boide Gerflor Scandinavia a.s. - tel. + 47 64 95 60 70 - + 47 64 95 60 80 - gerflorscand@gerflorno - SPAIN: Gerflor Iberia, SA - tel. +34 91 653 5011 - fax +34 91 653 2585
gerfloriberia@gerflor.com - UNITED KINGDOM: Gerflor Ltd - Sample service: +44 (0) 870 264 7581 - Office Tel: + 44 (0) 1926 401 500 - fax + 44 (0) 1926 401 647 - Contractuk@gerflor.com
USA: Gerflor USA - tel. 877 GERFLOR (437 3567) - fax 847 394 3753 - info@gerflorusa.com

For more information, please contact us at: contactenvironment@gerflor.com
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This brochure is made from 100%

recycled paper “Cyclus Print” WWW,gerﬂor.C0m

Key Facts

Vinyl is one of the only building materials that is 100% recyclable.

Vinyl is a safe material largely used in the automative, food packaging, healthcare and
construction industries.

Therefore, the time has come to deal with general misunderstandings about vinyl and
replace them with true facts.

What are Gerflor vinyl floors made from?

Gerflor products exceed all health and safety requirements for the well being of all its customers and end users.
o NO heavy metals (lead, cadmium, ...)
o NO solvent based inks
o NO phtalates and components registered as carcinogenic (such as DEHP, BBP, ...)
o NO formaldehydes
o NO PCP (Penta Chloro Phenol)
o NO substance potentially subject to any REACH restrictions

Do Gerflor vinyl floors affect air quality?

All materials emit volatile substances called VOC (Volatile Organic Compounds) during their lifetime.
Some products (solvents, adhesives, paintings, ...) release excessive amounts, resulting in air pollution inside buildings.
This is not the case with Gerflor floors.

¢ VOC emissions on average more than 70% lower than European standards

¢ VOC emissions to comply with the German AgBB protocol

o NO carcinogenic emissions

o NO formaldehyde emissions

o NO PCP emissions

What*happens in case of fire?

Vinyl flooring does not help fire spread and it releases very little smoke.

If it does catch fire then it releases hydrochloric acid (HCI) which due to its low toxicity and strong smell can act

as an early warning to occupants to evacuate a building.

It does not release toxic gases like chloride (CI2) and far less carbon monoxide (CO) than any other type of flooring.

Can vinyl floors be recycled?

Vinyl is one of the only building material that is 100% recyclable. Unlike other plastics it can be endlessly
recycled into new products and materials throughout its long life.
Gerflor has implemented the following recycling programs:

o Post manufacturing waste recycling

o Post installation waste recycling

o End of life recycling into second life products like road cones...

What does ISO 14001 mean?

In Europe, less than 50% of manufacturers have achieved an ISO 14001 certification and Gerflor is one of them.
Gerflor industrial sites are certified ISO 14001 and are committed to continuously improving their environmental
performance in terms of air protection, energy saving, selection of raw materials...

What is a Life Cycle Analysis?

Life Cycle Analysis is regarded as the ultimate means by which all environmental impacts are measured and improved
upon during a product's life cycle including manufacture, delivery, installation, cost of ownership and maintenance,
ultimate disposal/recycled. All new Gerflor product ranges are developed using a full life cycle analysis model.
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Floors to match your imagination



